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Highlights
CANADIAN MEDICAL
HALL OF FAME AWARD
RECIPIENT
CONGRATULATIONS
JESSICA FROEHLICH!
READ MORE

EQUITY, DIVERSITY,
AND INCLUSIVITY
REPRESENTATIVE
CONGRATULATIONS
AMIRA MUFTAH ON
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

STARTING MEDICAL
SCHOOL DURING A
PANDEMIC
READ THEIR STORY

NEWSLETTER

Welcome!
Hello fellow College of Medicine students and thank you for joining us in our first ever
Student Medical Society of Saskatchewan (SMSS) newsletter! Our SMSS Executive strongly
believe in transparency and are committed to initiatives that allow you to know what your
elected representatives do. This newsletter is part of that commitment. Shortly after
publishing this newsletter, we will be putting out a date for our first townhall of the year;
through this new initiative, you will have the opportunity to ask your SMSS representatives’
questions about concerns you may have. We hope this level of transparency is helpful and
look forward to seeing some of you at the townhall (Date TBD but soon)!

1

SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

STUDENT MEDICAL SOCIETY OF SASKATCHEWAN

Presidents Update—Shayan Shirazi
Since my turnover on June 1st, I have been working closely with the SMSS Executive to
advocate for all our students through these busy times. I would like to thank the
membership of both the previous and current SMSS councils for their incredible work
and leadership in these difficult times, with special thanks to my predecessor, Tayyaba
Bhatti, for providing me guidance and advice during this learning process. Even this
early in the year, there have been a number of projects that we have worked hard on,
five of which I would like to highlight:
1.Welcomed the Class of 2024 with a successful orientation and an adjusted
Welcome Week while maintaining safety.
2.Putting out a clear stance against Anti-Black racism in our formal statement. We
committed to key actions in the fight for equity, some of which we’ve already
achieved; for example, the establishment of the SMSS Equity, Diversity and
Inclusivity (EDI) Representative.
3.Advocated for the removal of $46.54 charged to each student in the Classes of
2023 and 2022 in student fees over the summer. By successfully taking it up with the
university, we had these fees removed for an overall savings of over $9000.
4.In collaboration with their class reps, CFMS, and AFMC, advocated for the now
graduated Class of 2020 in their difficulties writing the MCC exam.
5.Continued to work with the Class of 2021 Class Reps to assist with the many
unique challenges to their clerkship and electives experience. We continue to
advocate on behalf of the Class of 2021 at the local and national level regarding
CaRMS 2021, including details surrounding virtual interviews and other CaRMS
2021 related topics with stakeholders such as the CFMS and AFMC.
For one last update, I have been working throughout the Summer and early Fall on two major
projects – revamping the Exam Review process and establishing a Fall Break. Please look
forward to additional details soon on these two initiatives soon! Thank you for joining us and we
hope you enjoy this first issue of the SMSS Newsletter!

VP Regina Update—Eman Abdulhadi
As we have all started to get into the flow of our respective school years, I wanted to take a
moment and update everyone on the goings on of the Regina site! First, I wanted to extend a
final welcome to the class of 2023 as they begin their time in Regina and a welcome back to
the classes of 2022 and 2021!
The Regina division has been busy representing the students on a variety of levels and
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working hard to ensure we provide safe and effective learning experiences, fun COVIDconscious events and facilitate a sense of community even if most of it is from behind a
computer screen. Our Regina Social Representative (Sarah Moroziuk) successfully hosted a
Welcome to Regina dinner for the incoming class of 2023. She is also working on social
events that will be open to all students in the Regina site within the coming months. For
those wondering about Integration Weekend, we are working hard to make sure it’s a safe,
successful event for all involved and we will have more information on that soon! Our
Regina-Saskatoon Liaison (Amani Khan) is busy planning our fall clothing order and an
interprofessional event that will hopefully happen in the Spring so stay tuned for more
information! Lastly, our Regina class representatives (Adesewa Oloko, Tyrell Wees and Ben
Abelseth) have been busy representing their respective classes in the midst of a new and
difficult learning environment.
We appreciate everyone’s patience as we continue to plan events to connect our Regina
cohort and work with the UGME to address your concerns. If you have any questions,
concerns, or suggestions please feel free to reach out to me anytime. Good luck with your
studies, and hope to see you soon!

Internal Division—Rishi Thakkar
The start of the academic year has looked very different for the Internal Division. By
now, we would have hosted an amazing Welcome Week, the Healthcare Classic, and
Miles for Smiles. With that being said, thank you very much to Caitlyn Kitts (Saskatoon
Social Rep) for organizing an amazing mini socially distanced welcome week! A virtual
Miles for Smiles Run will also be held on September 12th and thank you to Rachel Miller
(Fundraising Rep) for organizing the event. Going forward, the Internal Division is
working hard on organizing other events and please let us if you have any suggestions.
SMSS Elections have also begun. Congratulations to all those elected, the current SMSS
members are looking forward to working with you.
VP External Jr.- Mohamed Omar
VP Internal Jr.- Rachel Hamilton
VP Academic Jr.- Robert Downey
First-Year Class Reps- Hifsa Noor and Mariah Katsiris
Student Group Coordinator Sr.- Mitchell Thatcher
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusivity Representative- Amira
MuftahFundraising rep - Mackenzie Bone
GHL - Sarah Valentine
GHA - Adrian Teare
Sports rep - Pavlo Zerebecky
HSSA rep - Sarah Smith
Research rep - Michael Anderson
SMA rep - Baljit Pandher
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The student group fair took place virtually on September 2nd and 3rd. If you are
interested in applying for a student group exec position, please find a list of all the
available positions here. Please do not submit an application for an exec position prior
to September 16th. If you have any questions about student groups, please contact
Mitchell Thatcher at smss.sgcoord@gmail.com.
If you have any questions about the Internal Division, please feel free to contact Rishi
Thakkar at smss.vpinternal@gmail.com.

External Division—Shaylin Pillay
First, I want to welcome Mohammed Omar into the team as the VP External Jr! I am super
excited to be working with him this upcoming year. For the month of August, we were able to
execute a virtual financial fair, where we had 6 institutions present to over 60 college of
medicine students. This was a great event, and I hope everyone learnt something from it! As
well, I’ve been involved with the SMA and CoM Alumni Association boards, finding ways for
this valuable organizations to continue supporting students in new, innovative ways.
A couple of highlights/things to look out for the month of September – we are sending a
delegation to the CFMS AGM 2020 (Sept 19-20), which will be held virtually this year.
Although it is unfortunate that we can’t be in London On with students from around the
country, I am excited to see all of the new ideas and represent you at this great event!
Another thing to look out for is the advocacy training night series from the CFMS GAAC
team. Look on Facebook for more information, because if you attend multiple events, you
will receive a certificate from the CFMS indicating your involvement!
As well, the Fall call for nominations at the CFMS has just been released – there are tons of
positions available, so I encourage everyone to apply here for something that interests them!
Ps – for the first years, be on the lookout on September 21 for something special coming your
way!! 👀
Can’t wait to share more with you throughout the year!

Academic Division—Kiyana Ghvami
Welcome back to another school year everyone. For those who partook in Dean’s research
over the summer, congratulations on finishing those projects. Come support medical
students at the Undergraduate Research Summer Poster Day on October 21st, 2020 to see
what they have been up to over the summer. Voting for favourite poster opens October 1st
and closes October 21st (must have a submission to be able to vote). We would also like to
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congratulate all those who were elected to the SMSS, look forward to working with you in the
future. In other news, working along side the SMSS President, we are working on an Exam
Feedback Survey to get your feedback on how the exam review process can be improved for
students. Using this information, we hope to advocate on your behalf to the UGME for more
transparency in the exam process so make sure to watch for the survey in your inbox. As
well, we acknowledge your concerns about the lack of study space and have brought them
forward. An update on this will be released soon. Lastly, we have implemented an MMI video
taskforce in the Academic Division in hopes of creating a structured process for filming these
videos for years to come. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
reach out!

Finance—Kellie MacDonald
The beginning of a new school year also means a new budget year for us here at the SMSS.
Here are some updates on where you can expect parts of the SMSS budget to be spent for the
2020-2021 year:
1.Student group funding has been increased substantially to support more events
and reduce financial barriers when planning. Finalized funding amounts for each
student group will be communicated after ratification on October 1, 2020, however,
groups can expect to receive roughly $750.
2.Funding for GAAC has been increased.
3.Funding for the Formal and Integration Weekend have been increased.
4.Funding has been allocated to the creation of two new events hosted by the Sports
Rep. Stay tuned for more details!
5.Meeting expenses for SMSS executives have been completely removed.
With more events starting to take place, just a reminder that in order to be
reimbursed for expenses incurred for hosting and/or attending (e.g. driving to
Regina from Saskatoon), you will need to submit a reimbursement form with all your
information and receipts. These can be found on the SMSS website under Funding
and Student Groups.
Though travel may be limited because of COVID-19, travel awards are still available
for attending and/or presenting at conferences, or participating in an academic or
professional activity, even if that means virtually! The deadline for the first
application cycle is Thursday, October 1, 2020. More information is available on
the SMSS website under Funding.
Finally, don’t forget, funding is available for new student initiatives. If you, or a
group of medical students, have an amazing idea but aren’t quite sure how to get it
off the ground, this may be the opportunity you need to make your dream come true.
The deadline for the first application cycle is Thursday, October 1, 2020. More
information is available on the SMSS website under Funding.
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Communications—Colten Molnar
Welcome back to what has already been a busy and exciting year. In the coming weeks my focus will
be auditing the website to ensure that it has the most up-to-date information possible. As well I
would like to encourage all student group presidents to make use of the Facebook group and contacts
to seek opportunities for joint events/ talks. Lastly I would encourage everyone to make use of the
events calendar where you can find the most up-to date list of events for Saskatchewan medical
students. Events can be added here and will be approved within 24 hours. Please feel free to contact
us if you have any questions, comments, concerns, or feedback!

Sponsored Advertisements

RBC Healthcare™ is bringing you a free gift to help kick off the school year! Click the
link to receive a Saskatchewan Medical Study Pack absolutely free*! Simply enter your
information and address, and the study pack will be mailed to you in October.
medstudentgift.com/saskatchewan
Did you know RBC® has a team of over 500 dedicated Healthcare Specialists who can
provide support and guidance when it comes to your finances? Opt-in to learn more
about RBC Healthcare when redeeming your study pack, and click here for more
information:
rbc.com/healthcare/saskatchewan
*While supplies last. You must be a 1st or 2nd year University of Saskatchewan Medical Student to qualify
for this offer. Limit one (1) per student.
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